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As we all begin to feel the buzz and excitement of preparing for the holiday season, I want to 
pause and take a brief moment to say thank you. I am very thankful for all of you here at 
Saint Peter’s, and all of the care and love you spread, and all of the work you do, in both our 
church and the wider community.  
 
November not only starts our holiday season, but it is also the time when we celebrate our 
stewardship campaign — “Sharing the Good News.” While we discern, pray, and pledge our 
giving for the coming year during stewardship, there is even more we can do.  Being a good 
steward is taking care of something that has been entrusted to you. So, along with 
recognizing how we can be good stewards of our finances to support St. Peter’s, we also need 
to focus on how we can be good stewards of the larger church community that has been 
entrusted to our care. One way to do that is to share the good news through our community 
events…and we have just the opportunity for you to do so this month!  
 
We are hosting a fundraising craft fair along with a special double blood drive and we need 
your help to make sure it is a success for St. Peter’s. Please share the flyer we’ve included 
below and also share our Facebook post to help spread the word and encourage others to both 
attend the craft fair and to sign up to donate blood.  
 

In this way you will help connect us to our community and help us host a successful event for 
the small local business vendors who are participating with us.  Helping to promote and 
support this event is just another way we can each be good stewards with what God has 
entrusted to us.   

—Pastor Kim            
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Stewardship Update 

 
Our Stewardship campaign for 2026 — “Sharing the Good News” — is in full swing.  Throughout 
this campaign we’re asking you to think about how our devoted Saint Peter’s members can 
work together in the upcoming year to cultivate faith and to share the good news of hope and 
salvation through Jesus. 
 
Previously we communicated that Consecration Sunday would be during worship on November 
9, however we have pushed this out by one week so we will instead celebrate your pledges on 
Sunday, November 16. Please update your calendars so that you may be with us for this 
important occasion.  
 

      
 Honoring the Rev. Dr. Kris Hayden 

 
At their October meeting, your consistory members approved the resolution naming the Rev. 
Dr. Kris A. Hayden as our pastor emeritus. To make this official, the congregation needs to 
vote on the resolution. Please plan to join us on Sunday, November 9, for a very brief meeting 
and vote that will take place at the end of worship service. Once the document is approved 
by the congregation, it will be sent to conference for their review. Then consistory will 
choose a date to confer this honor on Pastor Hayden during a worship service and hold a 
celebratory luncheon.  
 
Here's what you might want to know about the title of pastor emeritus: 
 
What’s a pastor emeritus? It’s a pastor who has retired but retains an honorary title.  
 
What’s the job description? There isn’t one because pastor emeritus isn’t a job. A pastor 
emeritus has retired from active ministry and no longer serves their prior congregation, not 
even as a supply preacher when the current pastor is on vacation. However, the current 
pastor may invite a pastor emeritus to join in special celebrations in the life of the church, 
such as anniversary services. 
 
What’s the congregation’s role? To continue to recognize the current pastor’s role as leader 
and to keep the pastor emeritus and his family in their prayers. 
 
What’s the current pastor’s role when there’s a pastor emeritus? There are no changes in 
the status or responsibilities of the current pastor. 
 
You can look forward to more updates as the plans for this wonderful celebration unfold.  
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Confirmation Ministry 

 
As a part of their Confirmation, Avery Ritzman and Mikey Stryjak are working together to hold 
a food and clothing drive to benefit veterans in Berks County. They have placed a box in the 
Welcome Center entitled “Vetsgiving” where you can donate non-perishable foods, new or 
gently used sweatshirts & sweatpants, new woolen or athletic socks, and new wool hats.  
 

Vetsgiving is a non-profit organization that was started 3 years ago which helps to provide 
Thanksgiving meals and additional support to veterans throughout the year. Donations are 
accepted through Sunday, November 23. Every item you donate will remind a veteran how 
thankful you are for their service. 
 

 
 

It’s a Women’s Ministry Time of Year 
 

Chocolate Bark Time! 
A favorite time of year for those of us with a sweet tooth is when Women’s Ministry is making 
chocolate bark & chocolate covered pretzels.  That decadent, delicious scent of melted 
chocolate will once again warm the church on Saturday, November 15 when they will be 
making bark and pretzels.  
 

If you are able to help and join in the fellowship (and some tasting!), please contact Jane 
Brubaker, in person, or by phone at 610.207.9912. Helpers will gather in the church kitchen 
to work between 9 AM - 1 PM. 
  
Bark and pretzels will be offered for sale on Sunday, November 16 and Sunday, November 
23, just in time for Thanksgiving gathering. These lovely treat bags make wonderful hostess 
gifts as well as thoughtful gifts for family and friends. 
  
This fundraiser helps Women’s Ministry give back to your church and your community and we 
appreciate your enthusiastic support for this effort! 
  

Gift Card Fundraiser 
Start planning your holiday gifts early and raise funds at the same time! Women’s Ministry will 
be selling gift cards Sunday, November 16 through Sunday, December 7. Keep your eye out for 
order forms to be available in the Welcome Center. Gift cards will be distributed Sunday, 
December 14. Reach out to Sue Coldren with any questions about this sale. 
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Cookie Collection 
The Women’s Ministry Christmas cookie collection for New Journey Community Outreach is 
set for Sunday, December 14. We will bag the cookies and then drop them off at New Journey 
to be distributed with their lunch bags. If you are willing to donate Christmas cookies to this 
effort, please bring them to the downstairs kitchen on the morning of the 14th. If your 
cookies have peanut butter, nuts or other common allergens in them, please label your 
container to let us know. Let’s spread some cookie cheer! Contact Sue Yeager with any 
questions.   
 

 
      Upcoming — All Saints Day 

 
Please join us for All Saints Sunday during worship on Sunday, November 2 when 
we will celebrate those who we have lost throughout the year. 
 
 

        Rescheduled! — Fall Book Club 
 
The date of fall book club meeting has been changed to Thursday, 
November 20, 6:30 PM. 
 
 

      Decorating for the Season 
 
 
The Poinsettia order form will be available in the Welcome Center beginning Sunday, 
November 9 and all orders are due by Sunday, November 23.  Poinsettias that you ordered  
will be available for you to take home following Christmas Eve worship service. 

 
Saturday November 29, 9 AM we’ll be hanging the greens and making the sanctuary 
look like the Christmas season. All are welcome to join in the decorating fun. We 
hope to see you there! 
 

 
                         Angel Tree Gift Giving  

 

Saint Peter’s continues to partner with both The Salvation Army and Bethany Children’s Home 
for their Angel Tree gift giving programs.  Through your generosity we will bless 40 children 
with gifts this holiday season. Angel tags will be available for you to take home beginning 
Saturday, November 29. Gifts are due in the church by December 7, when we will celebrate 
this special gift giving with the children’s Christmas pageant during worship service.  
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Saint Peter’s Special Events for December 
 

December 7 — Children’s Christmas pageant during worship & Advent Dinner and Bingo, 5 PM 
December 21 — Blue Christmas special worship service, 6 PM 

December 24 — Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, 6 PM 
  

Dates At a Glance 
November 2 Communion & All Saints Sunday during worship 

Craft Fair & Blood drive 11 AM – 3 PM (blood donor appts 
available earlier) 

November 8 Final fall meeting for PSECU 1–5 PM at Saint Paul’s 
(Amityville) UCC, Douglasville 

November 9 Special Congregational meeting & vote at end of worship to 
name Kris Hayden Pastor Emeritus  
Poinsettia orders begin 

November 15 WM making chocolate bark & pretzels, 9 AM – 1 PM 
November 16 Consistory meets, 8:45 AM 

Consecration Sunday during worship 
WM gift card fundraiser begins 
WM selling chocolate bark & pretzels before and after 
worship 

November 20 Fall book club, Barndt residence, 6:30 PM 
November 23 Poinsettia orders due 

Last day for Vetsgiving clothing & food drive 
WM selling chocolate bark & pretzels before and after 
worship 

November 23 & 
November 30 

Pastor Kim is on vacation from Nov 20-Dec 1 
Nov 23 will have a pre-recorded sermon & Nov 30 will be a 
hymn sign worship  

November 29 Hanging of the Greens, 9 AM 
Angel Tree tags available 

November 30 Breakfast with a Purpose, 11 AM 


